






RJ-11, RJ-45 and ISDN RJ-45. This
‘plug-and-play’ compatibility is no
accident, says Manoj Mohindra.
‘Inmarsat didn’t want ships’ IT man-
agers looking at FleetBroadband
and scratching their heads, thinking
“how are we going to integrate this
with our existing kit?” It’s actually
been designed so that it intercon-
nects with all standard systems,
operating like a simple router or
switch in the network. 

‘It supports network address
translation and dynamic host configu-
ration protocol, which helps with net-
work compatibility and integration, so
it should integrate with ships’ net-
works pretty much out of the box as a
plug-in-the-wall, DSL-like service.’

The whole system is controlled
from the FleetBroadband LaunchPad.
This is a custom-designed computer
programme, installed on every termi-
nal regardless of manufacturer, which
ensures crew can easily configure
and use the service no matter what
vessel they are on. 

Based on the successful BGAN
LaunchPad, it enables a user on the
bridge to configure the system via
laptop or desktop computer, selecting
IP data connections, ISDN, voice, text
and other options. Software updates
and patches for the system are avail-
able for download from the Inmarsat
website. 

Fuel and operational
savings

We think that FleetBroadband’s
biggest long-term impact in the mer-
chant sector is likely to be in the area
of operational costs. Manoj Mohindra

estimates that some operators will be
able to save thousands of dollars per
voyage in fuel by using the system to
download weather data and up-to-
date charts to help the captain plot
the shortest and most fuel-efficient
route from port to port. 

He compares this with GPS-
based navigation systems for cars: ‘If
you have a sat nav unit, before a long
journey you will ask it to tell you the
optimal route, avoiding traffic
blackspots and using the best roads,
so that you save time and can travel in
a relaxed and fuel-efficient way. 

‘FleetBroadband provides this kind
of facility and much more by enabling
sophisticated software applications to

work in the same way for vessels, but
on a much bigger scale, because cap-
tains can download information that
enables them to avoid bad weather
and make the best headway.’

FleetBroadband is currently unique
in its sector. There are no other mar-
itime satellite solutions on the market
that provide such large bandwidth in
such a flexible and cost-effective
package — a combination that can
open the merchant, fishing, leisure and
offshore sectors up to new and more
profitable ways of working. And this,
we believe, will enable us to maintain
our reputation for leadership in mar-
itime communications well into our
second quarter century.

For further information about

FleetBroadband please contact:

Inmarsat Customer Care

Inmarsat, 99 City Road, London,

EC1Y 1AX, UK

Tel:    +44 (0)20 7728 1777

Fax:   +44 (0)20 7728 1142

customer_care@inmarsat.com

�  Global coverage (after the launch
of the third I-4 satellite), polar restric-
tions apply

�  Cost-effective IP data broadband
options

�  Reliability, backed by Inmarsat’s
unequalled record for technical excel-
lence

�  Secure communications, including
secure access to remote networks

�  Simple and quick to install

�  Intuitive FleetBroadband
LaunchPad user-interface

�  Easy to integrate with existing
onboard systems

FleetBroadband — a unique
communications package

BGAN offers
simultaneous voice and

data capability through a
truly portable device
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